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Our ref: PE1601 
17 January 2016 
 
Dear Graeme, 
 
 
PE1601:  European Beavers In Scotland   
                     
 
Thank you for your letter of 22 December 2016 seeking clarification on a couple of points in 
my previous letter of 28 November 2016 to you. 
 
You asked when an SSI is likely to be laid, and what is being done to protect the beaver 
populations prior to protection being put in place.  

 
The earliest an SSI could come into force, which would add beaver to Schedule 2 of the 
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, would be March 2017. However, this 
is dependent on the progress of the Strategic Environmental Assessment and a more likely 
timescale is around June this year.  
 
The Committee has also asked whether any work is being done to conserve the beaver 
population, prior to them being offered full protection.  Although beavers are not protected at 
present, farmers and landowners are advised to use the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
dedicated web page and advisory service. Through this service farmers can obtain one-on-
one advice and help on the ground. The website is at: http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-
scotlands-nature/beavers/beaver-management-advice.  SNH will continue to work with 
stakeholders to seek to develop solutions and mitigation measures which will underpin 
further advice to those landowners that are affected by beaver activity. 
 
The Scottish Government made it clear in March 2016 when concerns were raised about the 
killing of beavers during the breeding season, when there are likely to be dependent young 
and shooting is particularly discouraged, that the use of Nature Conservation Orders is 
available to us and should evidence emerge that welfare concerns for beavers are being 
ignored, we will look to use these powers to protect beavers in specific areas.  That remains 
the position. Nature Conservation Orders (NCOs) are made under the Nature Conservation 
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(Scotland) Act 2004. NCOs can be used to prohibit specified actions, such as shooting 
beavers.  Failing to comply with an NCO is a criminal offence. 
 
 
Yours, 

                                   
 
                                        Roseanna Cunningham 

 


